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Analysis of Answers for Paper 2 Comprehension Practice #1 
(“Reclaiming Our Cities”) 

 
 

1. The author does this because the author presents an image of cars prowling cities in a menacing way 

by the use of the phrase ‘alpha predator’ suggesting that pedestrians’ lives are in danger when they 

venture outdoors, hence being referred to as ‘an extremely fragile, virtually extinct species’. 

 
*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

2.  By describing civic spaces as ‘stages for our public lives’, the author means that they serve as platforms 

where we perform our communal interactions with one another.  By describing civic spaces as ‘bridge-

building places’, she means that they bring different sections of the community together where people 

mingle and bond. 

 
*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

3. This is because it can be unsettling to walk through an area which seems as if it has been inexplicably 

deserted resulting in people feeling that something disastrous has happened.  

 
*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

4.    Before the introduction of a pedestrian district, Copenhagen’s city centre was lifeless and stagnant as 

it was overrun by traffic and the sidewalks were empty. After a pedestrian district was introduced, it 

became revitalized and vibrant because cafes proliferated where people converged to meet, talk and 

exchange ideas. 

 
*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
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5.    The word ‘trumpet’ suggests that news is being announced in a loud and conspicuous manner. In this 

context, the author uses the word to illustrate how buildings were used to boastfully proclaim that 

cities have attained an elevated position in the world.  

 
*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

6.   Summary Question (see below)   

 

7.  The similarity is that both cave paintings and Creative Placemaking employ art to radically change  areas 

which seem bleak and foreboding into settings which are welcoming and lively.   

 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

8.  The sentence tells us that the author has a critical opinion of the current attempts to make cities look 

greener as reflected in the phrases she uses such as ‘far cry’, ‘token trees’ and ‘vainly attempt’. These 

phrases reveal that she thinks these attempts are woefully inadequate because they are merely 

perfunctory efforts which are totally different from what a truly green city should encompass. 

 
*Useful points to take note of: 

 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

 

9.   The writer employs natural imagery by comparing cities to living organisms which are dying, and 

      describing them as uninviting and barren ‘wastelands’. She subsequently develops this metaphor by     

      prescribing remedies for their ‘revival’ and ‘eventual blossoming’.  

 
*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
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10.  The main obstacles are characterless architects whose designs lack originality, impersonal business    

        organizations whose massive skyscrapers overwhelm cities, and fuel-wasting vehicles that are  

        congesting and polluting cities.  

 
*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

11. In the final paragraph, the author depicts how the city has been taken over by technocrats,  

      businesses and automobiles and must be returned to its legitimate owners who are the people. The  

      title of the passage ‘Reclaiming our Cities’ also encapsulates this idea because the word ‘reclaiming’  

      means recovering something which once belonged to you and the plural possessive noun ‘our’ refers  

      to the collective inhabitants of cities in general. 

 
*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

 

 

6. Summary Question 
 

 

Picking out & Paraphrasing points from Paragraphs 4 & 5: (w = what’s wrong, c = change, b = benefits) 

 

# Points from the Passage Paraphrased Points 
1 (w) suffer from streets dedicated to moving 

multitudes of cars quickly –  
 

 

2 (w) effectively eliminates foot traffic 
 

 

3 (w) precludes the social interaction vital for 
healthy street life  
 

 

4 (c) to tame traffic and put pedestrians first  
 

 

5 (c) creating attractive streetscapes with 
congenial environments  
 

 

6 (c) truly walkable places 
 

 

7 (b) an eminently feasible solution to a number of 
pressing problems  
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8 (b) overall health as a society  
 

 

9 (w) ecological imperative  
 

 

10 (w) as fuel costs spiral, a financial one as well  
 

 

11 (b) revitalizing streets…broader economic sense 
 

 

12 (b) bringing conviviality to neighbourhoods 
 

 

13 (b) providing opportunities for small-scale 
entrepreneurship  
 

 

14 (b) bring the city’s downtown to life 
 

 

15 (b) spurring the development of cultural 
amenities  
 

 

16 (b) a host of recreational facilities   
 

 

17 (c) lined with aesthetically appealing buildings 
 

 

18 (w) not the cold monolithic monstrosities with 
grim facades 
 

 

19 (c) injecting architectural charm 
 

 

20 (c) testifying to a city’s unique historical 
personality  
 

 

21 (c) and celebrating its rich cultural identity   
 

 

22 (c) heritage buildings must remain organically 
connected to city life 
 

 

23 (c) judicious repurposing 
 

 

24 (c) living entities that breathe character 
 

 

25 (c) proclaiming the identity of vibrant 
communities  
 

 

23 (b) strengthen a sense of belonging  
 

 

24 (b) by forging emotional bonds to places 
 

 

25 (b) sustain a sense of collective memory 
 

 

26 
 

(b) anchor people securely amidst the swirling 
currents of globalization  
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Answers for Summary Question (GP Paper 2 Exercise #1) 
(“Reclaiming Our Cities”) 

 

6. Summary Question 
 

Picking out & Paraphrasing points from Paragraphs 4 & 5: (w = what’s wrong, c = change, b = benefits) 

 

# Points from the Passage Paraphrased Points 
1 (w) suffer from streets dedicated to moving 

multitudes of cars quickly –  
 

roads [exclusively] [allocated] to transporting [droves] of 
[vehicles] [swiftly] 

2 (w) effectively eliminates foot traffic 
 

[essentially] [excludes] pedestrians 
 

3 (w) precludes the social interaction vital for 
healthy street life  
 

which [prevents] the [communal] [exchanges] [crucial] for 
[vigorous] community life 
 

4 (c) to tame traffic and put pedestrians first  
 

to [control] vehicles [in favour of] pedestrians 

5 (c) creating attractive streetscapes with 
congenial environments  
 

[fashioning] appealing streets with [inviting] [surroundings] 

6 (c) truly walkable places 
 

spaces [genuinely] suited for walking 

7 (b) an eminently feasible solution to a number of 
pressing problems  
 

a [viable] answer to [several] [urgent] [difficulties] 

8 (b) overall health as a society  
 

[general well-being] as a [community] 

9 (w) ecological imperative  
 

environmental [necessity]  

10 (w) as fuel costs spiral, a financial one as well  
 

as [petrol] prices [escalate], a [monetary] one [too] 

11 (b) revitalizing streets…broader economic sense 
 

[re-energising] streets has a [wider] [fiscal benefit] 

12 (b) bringing conviviality to neighbourhoods 
 

bringing [warmth] to communities 

13 (b) providing opportunities for small-scale 
entrepreneurship  
 

offering [prospects] for [modest] [business start-ups] 

14 (b) bring the city’s downtown to life 
 

creating [vibrant] cities 

15 (b) spurring the development of cultural 
amenities  
 

[propelling] the [growth] of arts facilities 

16 (b) a host of recreational facilities   
 

a [multitude] of [leisure] activities 

17 (c) lined with aesthetically appealing buildings 
 

[decorated] with [visually attractive] structures 

18 (w) not the cold monolithic monstrosities with 
grim facades 
 

as opposed to [massive uniform buildings] with [forbidding 
frontages] 
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19 (c) injecting architectural charm 
 

[infusing] [quaint appeal] in buildings 

20 (c) testifying to a city’s unique historical 
personality  
 

[affirming] a city’s [distinct] [character] 

21 (c) and celebrating its rich cultural identity   
 

and [lauding] its rich [heritage] 

22 (c) heritage buildings must remain organically 
connected to city life 
 

[historical] buildings must [continue] to be [naturally] [linked] to 
city life 

23 (c) judicious repurposing 
 

[wise] [re-use] of buildings 

24 (c) living entities that breathe character 
 

[functioning] buildings that [exude] [personality] 

25 (c) proclaiming the identity of vibrant 
communities  
 

[broadcasting] the [character] of [dynamic] [neighbourhoods] 

23 (b) strengthen a sense of belonging  
 

[reinforce] [affiliation] 

24 (b) by forging emotional bonds to places 
 

by [fashioning] [intimate] [attachments] 

25 (b) sustain a sense of collective memory 
 

[preserve] an [awareness] of the [shared past] 

26 
 

(b) anchor people securely amidst the swirling 
currents of globalization  
 

[firmly ground] people’s ties to a place 

 

 

Sample Summary Answer 
 

Cities need to change because [roads exclusively allocated to transporting droves of vehicles swiftly]1 

[essentially excludes pedestrians]2, [preventing the communal exchanges crucial for vigorous community 

life]3. Consequently, [we need to control traffic in favour of pedestrians]4, [fashioning appealing streets 

with inviting surroundings]5 and [decorated with visually appealing buildings]17 to create [spaces genuinely 

suited for walking]6. [Revitalising streets brings monetary benefits]11 by [offering prospects for modest 

business start-ups]13 and [propelling the growth of arts facilities]15 and [a multitude of leisure activities]16. 

The [infusion of quaint appeal in buildings]19 will also [affirm a city’s distinct character]20 and [laud its rich 

heritage]21. As [historical buildings continue to be naturally linked to city life]22, they [reinforce people’s 

affiliation]23 to a place and [preserves an awareness of the shared past]25.  

         [120 words] 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the Summary Question 

& Application Question answer!) 
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