
  
 

 

 

 Click: www.irwins-study.com | Call: 98-333-156 | Come: Tampines & Bukit Timah 

GP Tuition Notes 

by Mr Irwin See 

Analysis of Answers for Paper 2 Comprehension Exercise #2 
(“Robot Dystopia”) 

 
 
 

1. The author refutes the common assumption that the period of the robotics revolution has not 

happened yet and will happen in time to come, while in reality, this revolution is already ongoing. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 
 

 

2.  The use of the word ‘even’ highlights the fact that the attraction to technological advances is so 

exhilarating to the extent that it has become alluring and irresistible. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 

 

 

3. The writer places the word ‘upbringing’ in inverted commas to indicate that the word is not used in its 

conventional sense because robots are inanimate objects but the author is likening them to humans 

who are raised and conditioned by their families. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 
 

 

 

 

4. Robots with true agency will be able to make independent decisions and will also be able to articulate 

their thoughts and their desires. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 
 
 

 

 

5.  Conventional human prowess is determined by intrinsic capability and rigorous training. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
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6.  The first similarity is that for both genetic engineering and robotics, it is challenging to distinguish 

between how they can help us reach the full potential of our natural abilities and how they can violate 

ethical norms. Next, both can greatly exacerbate the income disparity between groups of people. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 
 

7.  Firstly, in the conventional economy, companies profit from straightforward transactions with 

consumers through the buying and selling of goods and services, whereas in the digital economy, firms 

do business in a roundabout way by gathering and then selling consumers’ data. Secondly, in the 

conventional economy, consumers have to pay for what the firms provide, but in the digital economy, 

consumers appear to be charged nothing for the goods and services by companies. 
   

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 
 

 

8.   The Google example tells us that data collection in the digital economy is widespread and is  

       encroaching on our personal privacy. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

9.  Increased interactions with robots will erode our sense of identity because firstly, it will become 

increasingly difficult to determine the degree of human influence over robots and secondly, it will be 

almost impossible to relate to robots and humans differently. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 
 

 

10.  Inventors should integrate technological ingenuity with insights of society. Inventors should also design 

robots that will be able to communicate honestly with human beings and not withhold secrets. 
    

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
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11. Summary Question 
 
 

# Points from the Passage Paraphrased Points 
1 The potential to produce dystopian outcomes  

On the brink of the nightmarish futures… 
 

 

2 Intelligent machines attempt to enslave…  
 
 

 

3 or exterminate humans  
 

 
 

4 The robotic future will involve dramatic trade-offs  
 
 

 

5 …could lead to a collective identity crisis over what 
it means to be human 
 

 

6 The trouble is that rich traditions of moral 
thought…have no equivalent when it comes to 
robot-to-human interactions 
 

 

7 Robots themselves have no innate drive to avoid 
ethical transgressions… 
 

 
 

8 regarding privacy… 
 

 
 
 

9 …or protection of human life 
 

 
 

10 But the pace of change in robotics is far 
outstripping the ability of regulators and 
lawmakers to keep up… 
 

There are limitations to robot regulation because… 
 

11 …especially as large corporations pour massive 
investments into secretive robotics projects that 
are nearly invisible to government regulators 
 

 

12 …this gap between robot capability and robot 
regulation will widen every year, 
 

 
 

13 posing all kinds of quandaries for law and 
government. 
  

 
 

14 It would be difficult for existing liability laws to 
apportion responsibility… 
 

 

15 Its behaviour over time will be a function of its 
original programming… 
 

 

16 mixed with the influence of its environment… 
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11. Summary Question (Possible Answers) 
 
 

# Points from the Passage Paraphrased Points 
1 The potential to produce dystopian outcomes  

On the brink of the nightmarish futures… 
 

Apocalyptic/horrific/terrible/disastrous/catastrophic 
outcomes/scenarios/realities 

2 Intelligent machines attempt to enslave…  
 
 

Robotic technology may try to 
subjugate/oppress/control/make subservient 

3 or exterminate humans  
 

Decimate/annihilate/kill/destroy humankind 

4 The robotic future will involve dramatic trade-offs  
 
 

The use of robotic technology will entail/encompass 
extreme/drastic compromises/sacrifices 

5 …could lead to a collective identity crisis over what 
it means to be human 
 

Could result in/cause/make people question our 
personhood/humanity/our sense of who we are 

6 The trouble is that rich traditions of moral 
thought…have no equivalent when it comes to 
robot-to-human interactions 
 

Well-established/Time-honoured/Respected 
values/ethics/principles that instruct us on how to 
behave will become irrelevant/inapplicable/inadequate 
in robot-human relationships/exchanges 
 

7 Robots themselves have no innate drive to avoid 
ethical transgressions… 
 

Robots do not have the natural/inherent/intrinsic 
inclination/motivation/impetus to prevent/not commit 
moral violations/infringements 
 

8 regarding privacy… 
 

Concerning/pertaining/relating to our 
personal/confidential space 
 

9 …or protection of human life 
 

Or our physical/bodily safety/security 

10 But the pace of change in robotics is far 
outstripping the ability of regulators and 
lawmakers to keep up… 
 

There are limitations to robot regulation because… 
The rate at which robotics is evolving/transforming/ is 
faster/quicker than what the authorities can manage 

11 …especially as large corporations pour massive 
investments into secretive robotics projects that 
are nearly invisible to government regulators 
 

Big businesses pump/put in large amounts of money 
into confidential/clandestine/covert robotics projects 
that are hidden/concealed from the government 

12 …this gap between robot capability and robot 
regulation will widen every year, 
 

The divide/gulf/chasm between what robots can do and 
the rules governing them will increase with time 

13 posing all kinds of quandaries for law and 
government. 
  

Creating dilemmas/conundrums for the legal and 
political authorities/system 

14 It would be difficult for existing liability laws to 
apportion responsibility… 
 

It will be challenging/hard for current/present 
legislation to allocate/determine accountability 

15 Its behaviour over time will be a function of its 
original programming… 
 

Because the robot’s behaviour are shaped by both its 
initial software design/algorithm 

16 mixed with the influence of its environment… 
 

and also affected by its surroundings 
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Sample Summary Answer 
 

Robotic technology could possibly lead to [apocalyptic outcomes]1 where [robots may subjugate]2 or 

[annihilate humankind]3. Moreover, [the use of robotic technology will involve drastic sacrifices]4 [leading 

us to question our personhood]5. With [well-established ethics pertaining to social behaviour becoming 

irrelevant in robot-human exchanges]6, [robots do not have the inherent inclination to avoid moral 

violations]7 [concerning personal space]8 and [physical safety]9.  There are limitations to robot regulation 

because [the rate at which robotics is transforming is faster than what the authorities can manage]10. 

Additionally, [big businesses pump large amounts of money into clandestine robotics projects that are 

hidden from the government]11. Inevitably, [the chasm between what robots can do and the rules 

governing them will enlarge over time]12 making it [challenging for current legislation to allocate 

accountability]14.                   [120 words] 

 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for in-depth explanation of the Summary Question 

& Application Question answer!) 
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