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Analysis of Answers for GP Paper 2 Comprehension Practice #3 

(‘Clothing’) 
 
 

1. The first reason is that clothing projects essential details about us and the people whom we are 

affiliated to. The second reason is that clothes set the benchmark for the acceptable customs and 

traditions which define a society.  
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 

2. Firstly, the clothes of early human societies were created to be useful whereas today, clothes are used 

to enhance one’s appearance. Secondly, the clothes of early human societies were largely for practical 

purposes, but today, clothes serve to also reflect a person’s status within society.  
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 
 

3. The author is casting doubt on the common belief that low performing students need to wear 

standardized clothes to improve their learning, and believe that uniforms could have been used 

instead to demonstrate that these students come from poorer backgrounds.  
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 

4.  The first reason is that groups in authority are able to dictate what types of clothing are acceptable or 

not for people. The second reason is that those in power could strictly control the use of native clothes 

if they view them as an expression of non-compliance to their authority. 
   

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 
 
 

5.  The irony is that soft power is expected to be achieved through the use of persuasion in order to attract 

others to be aligned to one’s value system, instead in this paragraph, the author illustrates how colonial 

powers employ coercion to force the locals to accept their rule. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
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6. Firstly, women were traditionally viewed as meek and passive, but the poster of Rosie overturned this 

image by depicting Rosie with a resilient look which exudes assertiveness. Secondly, women were 

traditionally meant to look pretty but the poster of Rosie challenged this perspective by portraying her 

in handy clothes that were more practical. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 
 

7.  The slogan supports the author’s argument by conveying a completely novel perspective of women as 

being capable of possessing transformative power that can make a difference in society, supporting the 

writer’s argument in paragraph 5 that clothing is a means to understand how perceptions in gender 

identity evolved . 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 

 

8.  (See Summary Exercise later) 
 
 
 

9. The author illustrates her idea by showing that buyers must have private information to know what items 

are for sale, and when they do buy the items, the clothing items are personalized, hand-crafted and 

cannot be bought at retail shops directly, thus highlighting the exclusive nature of wearing haute 

couture. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 
 
 

10. The last sentence of the passage reinforces the idea that our clothing convey a lot about our identities 

and our values to others, as demonstrated by the phrase in the first paragraph: ‘communicates volumes 

about who we are, what we believe.’ 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
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8. Summary Question  
 

# Points from the Passage Paraphrased Points 
1 Dramatic shift in the way that clothing was both 

conceptualized and used. 
 

 

2 The locus of authority establishing norms of dress also 
began to shift. 
Or 
The power of institutions to dictate who could wear 
what and why became diluted. 
 

 

3 Social norms about dress began to relax somewhat… 
 

 

4 …a trend towards self-determination… 
 

 

5 …in the form of self-identity and self-representation. 
 

 

6 …industries oriented around clothing became 
increasingly pervasive and visible in society. 
 

 

7 Clothing producers began creating, 
 

 

8 marketing,   
 

 

9 And disseminating more types, styles, and varieties of 
clothing than ever before, creating an endless array of 
possibilities for the wearer. 
 

 

10 Clothing became a more powerful marker of status 
than it ever was. 
 

 

11 Innovation created demand, 
 

 

12 and demand spawned various sectors within the 
clothing industry: 
 

 

13 [haute couture and budget clothing, to name just two 
segments of the market.] 
 

 
 

14 Moreover, the acceleration of technologies…have all 
had a significant impact on the spread of new fashion 
standards, 
 

 

15 which are either accepted or rejected by the buying 
public. 
 

 

16 These media serve to stimulate desire, 
 

 

17 inviting people who consider themselves trendsetters 
to adopt a product and bring it to the larger public. 
 

 

18 Today, the clothing industry is a platform to raise 
awareness of world issues. 
 

 

19 …these days, clothes and accessories stand for 
something 
Or 
fashion choice today is about making a statement. 
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8. Summary Question (ANSWERS) 
 

 
 

# Points from the Passage Paraphrased Points 
1 Dramatic shift in the way that clothing was both 

conceptualized and used. 
 

Drastic / revolutionary / striking change / transformation 
in how clothing was perceived and utilized / employed 

2 The locus of authority establishing norms of dress also 
began to shift. 
Or 
The power of institutions to dictate who could wear 
what and why became diluted. 
 

There is no longer a central / dominant power to set the 
standards for acceptable dressing 
Or 
The ability of organizations to influence / control / impose 
the choice of clothing is diminished / weakened / reduced 

3 Social norms about dress began to relax somewhat… 
 

There are fewer restrictions on what people should wear 

4 …a trend towards self-determination… 
 

People decide for themselves / have greater autonomy 

5 …in the form of self-identity and self-representation. 
 

Reflection of who they are / how they desire to be seen 

6 …industries oriented around clothing became 
increasingly pervasive and visible in society. 
 

The fashion industry has grown / became more prevalent 
/ widespread / conspicuous / prominent in society 

7 Clothing producers began creating, 
 

Clothing manufacturers started generating / producing 

8 marketing,   
 

Selling / promoting / advertising  

9 And disseminating more types, styles, and varieties of 
clothing than ever before, creating an endless array of 
possibilities for the wearer. 
 

Distributing / circulating / spreading more kinds / forms 
of fashion trends spawning / producing countless / 
unlimited options / choices for consumers 

10 Clothing became a more powerful marker of status 
than it ever was. 
 

Clothing became a stronger / more influential indicator / 
symbol of social standing / position / rank 

11 Innovation created demand, 
 

Revolutions in clothing gave rise to increased desires  

12 and demand spawned various sectors within the 
clothing industry: 
 

Which in turn created / birthed / resulted in diverse / 
different groups within the clothing business 

13 [haute couture and budget clothing, to name just two 
segments of the market.] 
 

Catering to both the rich / wealthy as well as those 
looking for affordable / cheaper / inexpensive clothing 
 

14 Moreover, the acceleration of technologies…have all 
had a significant impact on the spread of new fashion 
standards, 
 

The increased rate / pace / speed of technological 
advancements has a notable / important / profound 
effect / influence on the proliferation of novel fashion 
ideals / guidelines / paradigms 
 

15 which are either accepted or rejected by the buying 
public. 
 

And these are either embraced / welcomed / adopted or 
dismissed / shunned by people 

16 These media serve to stimulate desire, 
 

The media trigger / spark people’s longing for new things 

17 inviting people who consider themselves trendsetters 
to adopt a product and bring it to the larger public. 
 

Encouraging fashion influencers / personalities to 
embrace items and promote them to others 

18 Today, the clothing industry is a platform to raise 
awareness of world issues. 
 

Serving as an avenue / channel / outlet to increase / 
heighten consciousness / knowledge of global concerns 

19 …these days, clothes and accessories stand for 
something 
Or 
fashion choice today is about making a statement. 
 

Currently, fashion is an assertion / communication / 
depiction of people’s beliefs / ideals / principles / 
convictions 
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Sample Summary Answer 
 

Changes in society have influenced people’s perception of clothing by [changing how clothing is 

perceived and employed]1. Now, there are [fewer restrictions]3 and [more autonomy]4 due to the 

[diminished influence of organizations to impose fashion standards]2. As [the fashion industry becomes 

more widespread and conspicuous]6, manufacturers started [generating]7, [advertising]8 and [distributing 

more forms of clothing trends spawning unlimited choices for consumers]9. Additionally, [the increased 

pace of technological advancements resulted in a proliferation of novel fashion paradigms]14, which are 

[either embraced or shunned by people]15. Moreover, [the media spark people’s longing for new things]16, 

causing [fashion influencers to promote new products to the masses]17. Symbolically, [clothing became a 

stronger indicator of social standing]10, while also [serving as an avenue to heighten knowledge of global 

concerns]18 and [a communication of people’s beliefs]19.                                [120 words] 

 

 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the Summary 

Question & Application Question answer!) 
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