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Analysis of Answers for GP Paper 2 Exercise #5 
(‘Time Poverty’) 

 
 
 

1(a).  The difference is that ‘predictions’ are forecasts of what is likely to happen in the future, whereas 

‘promises’ are guarantees of what will happen in time to come. 
 

 

1(b). The author is referring to the notion that people were expected to spend less time on labour and have 

more time for leisure.  
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 
 

 

2. They are concerned that people will have so much leisure time such that they would be at a loss as to 

how to spend that time. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 
 

 

3. This is because working parents face the dual demands of having to work and raise their children at 

the same time, hence leaving them strapped for time. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 
 

4. The word ‘wizardry’ suggests that these gadgets are perceived to be almost magical in terms of helping 

people save time in their daily lives. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 

 

5.  The word ‘actually’ suggests that people in rich countries do have more leisure time in reality than they 

think they do. 
   

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
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6.   The phrase is ironic because leisure time is supposed to be relaxing and enjoyable, instead it has now 

become a source of anxiety because people feel pressured to utilize it fully or they will feel that they 

should be using that time to earn money. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 
 

7.  What is meant is that not many people feel pity for wealthy Americans who complained about not 

having enough time due to the fact that most people think that this does not constitute a serious 

problem since rich people are already living more comfortably than others. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 
 
 

8.  The word ‘nagging’ suggests that the idea that one could be doing many other things in one’s free time 

is persistently present at the back of one’s mind. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 
 
 

9(a).  The phrase means that it is a symbol of one’s achievement, and something to be proud of. 
 

 

9(b).  In the past, the sign of one’s status was the ability to have free time to enjoy; in contrast, it has 

changed today such that being constantly occupied with tasks to do is now the indicator of success. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

10.  Time is especially cruel to people as they get older because time seems to pass very quickly in old age, 

with each new year becoming less important and less distinctive due to failing memories.  
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

11.  The phrase suggests that memories of past events become hazy and become difficult to differentiate 

from one another. 
 

 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
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5. Summary Question (ANSWERS) 
 
 

# Points from the Passage Paraphrased Points 
1 Part of this is a perception problem 

OR 
The problem is less how much time people have 
than how they see it.  
 

The issue is not the amount of time available, but 
how we perceive / view / imagine it 

2 …time has been understood in terms of money 
OR 
Once hours are financially quantified… 
 

When money becomes a measure of time 

3 When economies grow and incomes rise, everyone’s 
time become more valuable. 
 
 

and economies expand / develop / flourish and 
wealth increases, people’s time seem more precious 

4 After all, the more valuable something becomes, the 
scarcer it seems. 
 
 

because the more precious something becomes, the 
rarer it appears 

5 Individualistic cultures, which emphasise 
achievement over affiliation… 
 
 

Societies which focus on the self, stressing / 
reinforcing success above relationships / bonds 

6 …help cultivate this time-is-money mindset. 
 

nurture / foster the attitude of equating time with 
monetary profit / gain 
 

7 Larger, wealthier cities, with their higher wage rates 
and soaring costs of living… 
 

Bigger and more affluent / prosperous urban centres 
/ metropolises have higher salaries and rising 
overheads 
 

8 …raise the value of people’s time further still. 
 

which drive / inflate the cost of time even more  

9 …the hours of “free” time people had been 
promised had come to nought.  
 

The large amounts of leisure time that were 
expected have not materialized  

10 When people are paid more to work, they tend to 
work longer hours… 
 

When people are given higher remunerations, they 
work for increased / lengthened durations 

11 …because working hours become a more profitable 
use of time. 
 

as work becomes a more financially gainful / 
productive / efficient usage of time 

12 So the rising value of work puts pressure on all time. 
 

Thus, the increased worth of work puts strain / 
tension / demands / stress on all time 
 

13 …there is a distinct correlation between privilege 
and pressure. 
  

The more one earns / the higher one’s status / 
position, the less time one seems to have 

14 …this is the conundrum of wealth: though people 
may earn more money to spend, they are not 
simultaneously earning more time to spend it in. 
 

The complex dilemma of affluence is that while 
people earn more, they do not concurrently have 
enough time to enjoy their earnings 

15 This makes time – that frustratingly finite, 
unrenewable resource – feel more precious. 
 

Time, an exasperatingly limited resource that cannot 
be replenished / restored / recovered, therefore 
seems more valuable / scarcer 
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Sample Summary Answer 
 

One reason people feel so rushed is due to [how we view the amount of time we have, and not the 

actual amount available]1. [When time is measured by money]2, [people’s time seem more precious]3 such 

that [the more precious it is, the rarer it appears]4. Moreover, [societies which focus on the self, stressing 

success above relationships]5 [further foster the attitude of equating time with monetary gain]6. Next, 

[more affluent metropolises with rising overheads]7 [inflate the cost of time even more]8. Additionally, [the 

large amounts of leisure time that were expected have not materialized]9 caused by [people working longer 

durations for higher remunerations]10. Finally, [the higher one’s status, the less time one seems to have]13 

as [people do not have time to enjoy their wealth]14.                  [119 words] 

 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the Summary 

Question & Application Question answer!) 
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