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Analysis of Answers for GP Paper 2 Exercise #6 

(‘Pursuit of Beauty’) 
 
 
 

1. The author’s purpose is to emphasize the fact that Americans have prioritized physical appearances - 

which is a luxury, over education - which is a necessity, thereby illustrating the extent of Americans’ 

obsession with the pursuit of beauty.  
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 

2. The author uses the word ‘remarkably’ to indicate that it is unexpected that good-looking people are 

proven to be smarter as there does not seem to be an obvious connection between physical beauty 

and cognitive ability. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 
 

3. The author means that there is no real scientific research and evidence to back up the claims made by 

beauty companies.  
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 

4.  The author does this to show how the effects of miracle ingredients are to be anticipated because beauty 

firms spend very little money on genuine scientific innovations, but a lot on marketing their products 

to the public. 
   

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 
 

5.  The first reason is that there are more exaggerated promises made in the promotion of beauty products 

leading to people doubting these false expectations. The second reason is that people are now able to 

undergo irreversible measures to alter their appearances causing some to criticize this and question 

its legality. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
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6. The author does this to provide additional information that there are indications that people may stop 

believing in the claims made by beauty companies, and this is not merely a distant possibility. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 

 
 

7.  The author is suggesting that there is widespread distress over the plight of teenagers who engage in 

plastic surgery, implying that the extent of the pursuit of beauty has reached an alarming level.  
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
 

 

 

 
 

8. The author thinks so because deception by beauty companies leads to the poor wasting the limited 

finances they have on non-guaranteed attempts to slow down ageing. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 
 

9. In both situations, despite official policies to discourage women from using cosmetics, British women in 

the 18th century and American women during the Second World War still insisted on using beauty 

products as the need to look better is firmly ingrained in women. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 
 

10. The author suggests that the beauty industry will last for a long time, even as the results of the use of 

beauty products are short-lived, thereby illustrating the inherent paradox within our pursuit of beauty. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
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11. Summary Question (ANSWERS) 
 
 
 

# Points from the Passage Paraphrased Points 
1 Beauty is something that we recognize 

instinctively… 
People are [naturally / intrinsically] [drawn / attracted] 
to beauty 
 

2 Such beauty signals health… 
 

It [represents / signifies / suggests] [physical well-being 
/ fitness] 
 

3 …and fertility. 
 
 

And the ability to [bear children / offspring] 

4 …flawless skin is seen as a testament to both 
youth… 
 

Possessing healthy skin is [evidence / proof] of [being 
young / having vigour] 

5 Remarkably, beautiful people tend to be more 
intelligent too. 
 

Good-looking people are likely to be [smarter] 

6 …higher levels of spatial awareness… 
 

Have a better sense of their [surroundings / 
environment] 
 

7 and language ability. 
 

And greater literacy [competence / aptitude / skills] 
 

8 Attractive people are judged to be better in bed…  Beautiful people are deemed to be better [sexual 
partners] 
 

9 and more likely to marry. Have a higher chance of [finding a spouse] 
 

10 They earn more as well. 
 

They are [better paid / receive higher salaries] 
 

11 Good looks in both sexes matter especially in 
sales jobs, where the seller meets the buyer. 
  

Beauty is [important / crucial] for careers that [require / 
involve] face-to-face interaction 
 

12 Handsome folk are also more confident… 
 

Good-looking people have higher levels of [self-
assurance / self-esteem] 
 

13 and their looks remove some of life’s irritations. 
  

And their looks [deflect / prevent] some daily 
[annoyances / frustrations] 
 

14 People rated as more attractive tend to receive 
better treatment… 
 

They are likely to be [given preferential responses / 
attended to / assisted / People are nicer to them]  

15 A nice face also helps to get people out of 
trouble… 
 
 

Enables people to [evade / escape] [problems / 
challenging situations] 

16 A woman’s physical attractiveness comes tops or 
near the top of every man’s list. 
 

A woman’s [appearances / looks] draw men’s attention 
to her 

17 Good looks are a woman’s most fungible asset, 
exchangeable for social position,  
 

And can be traded for [status / privilege / prestige] 
 

18 …money, 
 

[Wealth / riches] 

19 …even love. 
 

And [affection / relationships] 
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Sample Summary Answer 
 

Being beautiful is advantageous because [people are naturally drawn to beauty]1, which [represents 

physical well-being]2 and [the ability to bear children]3. Moreover, [good-looking people are likely to be 

smarter]5, [have better sense of their surroundings]6 and [possess greater literacy aptitude]7. Relationally, 

[attractive people are deemed to be better sexual partners]8 [having a higher chance of finding a spouse]9. 

In the workplace, [beauty is crucial for careers that require face-to-face interaction]11 with [beautiful 

people receiving higher salaries]10. Socially, [attractive people are more self-assured]12 and [they are more 

likely to be assisted by others]14. Besides, [good looks help people to escape challenging situations they 

face]15. Finally, [a woman’s appearances help draw men’s attention to her]16 such that [her looks can be 

traded for privilege]17, [riches]18 and [affection]19.                               [120 words] 

 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the Summary 

Question & Application Question answer!) 
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