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Analysis of Answers for GP Paper 2 Exercise #8 

(Marriage) 
 

 
 

1. The author means that women should date a man who is of an acceptable and above average standard 

instead of hoping for a perfect man to come along.  
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

2.  What is ironic is that while the writer claims that these newly launched books will make one feel 

romantic, the reality is that the books he lists actually do the opposite: they either paint ugly pictures 

of relationships or expose failed marriages. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

3. The author means that a lot has been written about marriage in books, magazines and newspapers 

and a large number of discussions regarding marriage has taken place in talks, conversations and 

seminars. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

4.  The difference is that “Marriage” refers to the social institution of marriage within society, whereas 

“marriages” refer to the individual unions between people.   
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

5.  The author means that marriage used to involve the trading of freedom, love or sex in exchange for 

financial stability, social status or political benefits, instead of an act based upon affection.  
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
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6.   What is implied is that remarriage was considered a socially responsible decision as it was essential in 

helping to preserve the cohesion of families and societies.  
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

7.  The author uses quotation marks to show that although some people believe that marriages are 

supposed to be unquestionably moral and intended never to change as time passes, the writer 

disagrees as there is proof to demonstrate that these viewpoints are not always true. 
  

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

 

8.   The author’s statement suggests that marriage is tied to a particular period in time, and it does evolve     

       with the passage of time.  
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

9.     The author says this because compared to the past, our lifespan has extended further, and so, our  

        matrimony will probably last for many years, instead of a few. Moreover, we are moving around  

        more often as a community and thus, the institutions that aided wedded couples in the past, do not  

        affect us as much as they used to. 

 
*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 

 

 

10.   The author implies that we should not use the examples of adultery of a few people to generalize  

         about the faithfulness of everyone else. 

        
*Useful points to take note of: 

(*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the answer!) 
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11. Summary Question (ANSWERS) 

 
# Points from the Passage Paraphrased Points 
1 …the notions of the individual, 

 
ideas/conceptions/beliefs in the self/personhood 

2 …liberty 
 

freedom/independence 

3 …and equality 
 

parity/egalitarianism 

4 …and the subsequent rise of the love match, 
 

the growing/increasing trend of marrying for affection 

5 Marriage morphed from the institutional… Marriage transformed/changed/evolved from a social 
custom/norm/expectation 
 

6 …to companionate 
 

a romantic relationship 

7 …and now, something more individualistic. 
 

more self-centred/person-centred/focused on the self 

8 Marriage is now expected to nurture, satisfy, 
support the members of the couple 
 

must nourish/build up/edify, fulfil desires and 
enable/help/aid/assist 

9 …in a dizzyingly comprehensive variety of 
ways 
 

overwhelming diversity/range of human needs/desires 

10 …as women came to participate more in the 
workforce, 

more women entered the job market/workforce 

11 household micro-economies changed 
 

family finances altered 

12 …from production to consumption-centred. 
 

from manufacturing/making to buying/purchasing 

13 Gender roles became more flexible. 
 

Gender roles are pliable/changeable/fluid/not fixed 

14 Women now have the economic freedom… 
 

Women are financially independent/have the financial 
means 

15 …to walk away from unhappy unions. 
 

to end/exit dysfunctional/unsatisfying/hurting 
relationships 

16 …the opportunity to find friendship, 
 

the chance/means to meet new people/acquaintances 

17 …empowerment 
 

to be equipped/have autonomy to determine their lives 

18 …and other potential partners in the 
workplace. 
 

find prospective/possible spouses at work 

19 …marriage is no longer the only acceptable 
context for childbearing. 
 

marriage is not a prerequisite for parenthood/one can raise 
children without being married 

20 …couples elect to cohabit rather than marry. 
 

couples choose/decide to live together without marrying 

21 
 

…the rise of reproductive technologies… increase/advancement in procreative technology/expertise 
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Sample Summary Answer 
 

By the early 20th century, [ideas of personhood]1, [independence]2 and [egalitarianism]3, coupled with 

[the growing trend of marrying for affection]4 [transformed marriage from a social norm]5 to [a greater 

focus on the self]7. Consequently, [marriage must now nourish and fulfil desires of individuals]8 [in an 

overwhelming range of human needs]9. With [more women entering the workforce]10, [family financial 

situations altered]11 leading to women [possessing the financial independence]14 [to exit hurting 

relationships]15. Moreover, [due to fluid gender roles]13, people are [better equipped to determine their 

own lives]17 and [meet prospective spouses in the workplace]18. With regard to childbearing, 

[advancements in procreative expertise]21 means that [children can be raised without couples having to be 

married]19 as many are now [opting to live together without marriage]20.                                [118 words] 

 

 (*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for an in-depth explanation of the Summary 

Question & Application Question answer!) 
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