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Analysis of Answers for Paper 2 Comprehension Practice #10 
 (‘The Importance of Failure’) 

 
 
 

1. The promise is alluring because we are able to endow ourselves with increasingly improved physical 

and mental traits to the extent that ever-lengthening life expectancy now seems possible. 

 
*Useful points to take note of: 

 
 

 

2.  The author asks a series of questions in order to provoke the reader to think more deeply about the 

issue of failure, which is often neglected and viewed as unimportant. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 
 

 

3. The words are in inverted commas to suggest that while some may view the shortcomings of others in 

a negative light, the writer questions this perspective by showing that these actually help to build up 

the body of knowledge for future generations, and are therefore not failures or errors. 

 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 
 

 

4. The author is suggesting that the nature of philosophy is paradoxical because it is only because of past 

failures that philosophy is about to advance at the same time. 

 
*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 

 
 

5.  The author means that although we are inclined to view the world as a stable, secure environment 

where nothing can be damaged, failure reveals a contrasting reality: that we are always at risk of 

losing all we have, including our lives. 

 
*Useful points to take note of: 
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6.  The author uses the phrase to qualify his statement about people suffering from a poor adjustment to 

existence by showing that there are some people who are cognizant of the purposes of failure. 
 

 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 

 

7.  The author uses the word ‘may’ to imply that while utopias appear to be aspirations of the triumphs of 

human ideals for the future, they actually expose the flaws, messiness and discomforts of current 

society. Thus, beneath the surface, depictions of utopias are, in reality, veiled criticisms of present-day 

failings. 
   

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 

 

8.   This is because although human beings may be completely unblemished and acquire all the best  

       attributes due to the workings of science, this will ironically cause us to be lifeless as we will lose our  

       motivation to live and will have no goals to strive for. 
 

 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 

 

9.  ‘Biological failure’ refers to our physical deaths. We have chosen not to confront this ever-present fact 

because we prefer to remain seemingly happy and satisfied by being oblivious to our imminent 

mortality. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 
 

10.  The author’s intention is to contrast differing attitudes towards death by highlighting that embracing 

death like Bergman’s Block is preferable to trying to avoid it like Tolstoy’s Ivan. 
    

*Useful points to take note of: 
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11. Summary Question (ANSWERS) 
 
 

# Points from the Passage Paraphrased Points 
1 …start seeing cracks in the fabric of being 

(line 35) 
 

It makes us realise that we are / life is imperfect / flawed 

2 …that is precisely the moment, when 
properly digested (lines 35-36) 
 

When we have processed / reflected / absorbed / internalised 
/ assimilated this fact  

3 …failure turns out to be a blessing in disguise  
(lines 36-37) 
 

Failure becomes something positive / beneficial / useful 

4 For it is this lurking, constant threat (line 37) 
 
 

The persistent / continual / perpetual danger / threat / risk of 
failure 
 

5 … that should make us aware of the 
extraordinariness of our being (lines 37-38) 
 

Makes us appreciative / treasure our existence 

6 …the miracle that we exist at all when there 
is no reason that we should. (lines 38-39) 
 

And that we are alive despite the odds / circumstances that 
we may not be here 

7 Knowing that gives us some dignity. (line 39) 
 

This understanding / insight provides us with / bestow upon 
us self-worth / self-esteem / self-respect / pride 
 
 

8 …failure also possesses a distinct therapeutic 
function. (line 40) 
 
 

Failure has a clear / evident healing / relieving / curative role / 
purpose / design 

9 Most of us…suffer chronically from a poor 
adjustment to existence. (lines 41-42) 
 

(Flipped) Enabling us to come to terms / accept reality / life 

10 We compulsively fancy ourselves much more 
important than we are (line 42) 
 

(Flipped) And to stop having an inflated ego / self-worth  

11 …and behave as though the world exists only 
for our sake. (line 43) 
Or 
…we place ourselves as being like infants at 
the centre of everything (lines 43-44) 
 

(Flipped) Making us less self-centred / self-absorbed / 
egocentric 

12 We insatiably devour other species, denude 
the planet of life and fill it with trash.  
(lines 45-46) 
 

And care more about our environment / be more 
environmentally conscious / be less environmentally 
destructive 

13 Failure could be a panacea against such 
arrogance and hubris, as it often brings 
humility (lines 46-47) 
 

Failure makes us less conceited / prideful / arrogant  / reduces 
our sense of self-importance 

14 Our capacity to fail is essential to who we are. 
(line 48) 
or 
It is crucial that we remain fundamentally 
imperfect, incomplete, erring creatures. (lines 
49-50) 
 

Our ability to fail is indispensable / vital / critical to our 
existence / makes us human 
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15 …that there is always a gap left between 
what we are and what we can be. (lines 50-
51) 
Or  
Whatever human accomplishments there 
have been in history, they have been possible 
precisely because of this empty space. (lines 
51-52) 
Or  
It is within this interval that people and 
individuals, as well as communities, can 
accomplish anything. (lines 53-54) 
 

(Flipped) Reminding us to always strive for improvement / do 
better  

16 …the spectacle of our shortcomings can be so 
unbearable that (line 55) 
 

The display / manifestation / demonstration of our faults / 
flaws / shortcomings can be so intolerable / agonizing that 

17 …it shames us into doing a little good.  
(lines 55-56) 
 

It makes us embarrassed enough to do something useful / 
positive / helpful 

18 Ironically, it is the struggle with our own 
failings that may bring out the best in us. 
(lines 56-57) 
 

And this actually enables us to show / exhibit our finest / 
greatest qualities / attributes 

 

 

Sample Summary Answer 
 

Failure holds immense importance for human beings because it makes us [realize that we are 

imperfect]1 and when [we have internalized this fact]2, [failure becomes beneficial]3 because [the 

perpetual danger of failure]4 [makes us treasure our existence]5. We discover that [we exist despite the 

odds]6 and [this insight, in turn, provides us with self-respect]7. Additionally, [failure has an evident curative 

role]8 [enabling us to accept reality]9 and [to stop having an inflated ego]10. As we become [less self-

important]13, [we are also less environmentally destructive]12. Essentially, [our ability to fail is what makes 

us human]14 [reminding us to always strive for improvement]15. Indeed, [the demonstration of our 

shortcomings can be so agonizing]16 that [it makes us embarrassed enough to do something useful]20, 

resulting in us [exhibiting our finest attributes]18.                                 [120 words] 
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