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Analysis of Answers for GP Paper 2 Comprehension Exercise #18 

 (‘Gender’) 
 

 
 

1. This is because the notion of gender is entrenched in so many different aspects of our lives and society 

such that we have come to accept it as being wholly normal. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 
 

 

 

2. The author means that the idea that women are more tender and caring than men is unsurprising 

because of the belief that gender differences are biologically determined. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 

 
 
 

3. Similar to their domestic roles at home, women’s occupations typically entail looking after vulnerable 

groups, providing assistance to those with needs or assisting other people in the workplace. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 
 

 

4.  While the demand on women’s time is dictated by others, men have greater autonomy over the use of 

their time because their tasks tend to more periodic and routine, thus allowing them to plan for them 

beforehand to match the rest of their routine. 
   

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 
 

5.  ( Summary Question – See Later) 

 
 

 

 
 

6. ‘Financial necessity’ led to changes in gender norms when families could not cope with increasing 

expenses and women had to find employment, which resulted in women becoming more accomplished 

and prominent in the workplace. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 
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7. This term refers to an instinctive idea of gender distinction. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 
 

 

8. The first concern she has is that men would lose the respect they used to enjoy and that this change in 

status would be a painful one. Next, she is concerned that this disruption will leave men stagnating and 

end up being worse off compared to women. Finally, she is worried that this shift will have severe 

consequences on everyone in society. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 
 
 

9. This is because on one hand, a male adult has to appear manly, yet at the same time, he has to show a 

caring side, thus requiring a mix of both characteristics that are usually seen to be opposites. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 
 
 

10. She suggests that we should not ask more difficult questions that may lead to answers we cannot 

manage and that we should instead proceed cautiously on this issue. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 
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5. Summary Question (ANSWERS) 
 
 
 

# Points from the Passage Paraphrased Points 

1 women are therefore much better suited than 
men to take care of children once they are 
born… 
 

It is believed that it is more fitting / appropriate 
/ desirable for women rather than men to look 
after the interests of the family 
 

2 and that the family might be harmed if 
mothers work outside the home… 
 

Otherwise, it would be detrimental / adverse to 
the family 
 

3 As long as this belief exists, women may not 
want to work outside the home or… 
 

As a result, women chose to stay at home 

4 if they choose to do so, they face adversities 
from employers, family, and friends. 
 

to avoid objections from / difficulties posed by 
people around them 

5 Conversely, men may not even think about 
wanting to stay at home and may themselves 
face misgivings…if they want to do so. 
 

while men feared / are concerned about staying 
at home for the same reasons / as well 

6 A belief in a strong biological basis for 
differences between women and men implies, 
then, that there is little we can or should do to 
change these differences.  
 

Some people also accept that the physical / 
genetic differences between men and women 
are immutable / a given / fixed 
 

7 Be that as it may, in the famous words of 
Simone de Beauvoir, “Women are not born, 
they are made.” The same is true of men.  
 

In contrast / Conversely, others believe that 
these differences are nurtured / conditioned / 
learned / constructed 
 

8 From infancy, male and female children are 
interpreted differently, and interacted with 
differently. 
 

How adults view / perceive male and female 
children shape the way they treat / respond to / 
communicate with / play with them 
 

9 [It was found that adults watching a film of a 
crying infant were more likely to hear the cry 
as expressing frustration if they believed the 
infant was a boy,] 
 

For the same behaviour / When they see babies 
crying, adults see anger / aggression in boys 
 

10 [and as plaintive or expressing insecurity if they 
believed the infant was a girl.] 
 

but fear / helplessness in girls 

11 In a similar experiment, adults judged a 24-
hour-old baby as bigger if they believed it to be 
a boy, and finer-featured if they believed it to 
be a girl. 
 

Likewise, their view / judgement of the physical 
appearance of the babies are affected by their 
knowledge of their gender 

12 [People handle infants more gently when they 
believe them to be female,] 
 

They treat female infants with care / tenderness 
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13 [more playfully when they believe them to be 
male.] 
 

but are less careful / more rough with the male 
ones 
 

14 As prime sites for socialization, schools are key 
institutions for the construction of gender. 
 

Such social beliefs are instilled / reinforced in 
schools 

15 Elementary schools not long ago were known 
for keeping girls and boys separate 
  

where girls and boys are often segregated / kept 
apart / differentiated  

16 Looking at how schools tackle the more formal 
aspects of education it is clear that here too 
sexism is prevalent. 
 

based on chauvinistic notions / prejudice 
 

17 One academic research shows that the 
majority of schools fail to encourage subject 
choices in a gender neutral way. 
 

which affect / influence / determine even the 
disciplines that students study 

 
 

 

Sample Summary Answer 
 

People believe that [it is more fitting for women rather than men to look after the family]1. As a result, 

[women chose to stay at home]3 in order to [avoid objections from people around them]4. [Some accept 

that physical differences between men and women are fixed]6 yet others [believe that these are nurtured]7. 

Regardless, [how adults view male and female children shape the way we treat them]8: for the same 

behaviour, [we see anger in boys]9 but [fear in girls]10. Likewise, [their judgement of the physical 

appearance of children are affected by knowledge of their gender]11. Finally, [such social beliefs are 

reinforced in schools]14 where [girls and boys are often segregated]15 based on [chauvinistic notions]16 

which [determine even the disciplines that students study]17.                     (120 words) 

 

 

*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for  

in-depth explanations of the answers and useful answering 

techniques, including the Application Question (AQ)! 
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