
2 

 

 

 

Read the passage in the Insert and then answer all the questions.  Note that up to fifteen 
marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this 
Paper. 
 
NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS 
POSSIBLE and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, 
you must still use your own words to express it.  Little credit can be given to answers 
which only copy words or phrases from the passage.   
 

 

For 
Examiner’s 
Use 

   

1 In the first paragraph, how does the author support his idea that ‘our innate fears 
are instrumental in shaping our behaviour? (lines 10-11) 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………….………………………………………………..….[3] 
 

 

 

2 Using lines 18-22, explain how religious leaders used fear to their own advantage. 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
                        
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[3] 
 

 

 

3 Explain why the author says that ‘Illiteracy and superstition’ (line 20) made our 
fears in the past more intense. 
                               
……………………………………………….……………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………….……………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………...[2] 
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From paragraph 3, what two contrasts does the author make between fears in the 
past and fears today? 
 
……………………………………………….……………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[2] 
 
 

 
Why has the author used brackets in lines 28-30? 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[1] 
 
 
 

What is the author implying by using the word ‘miraculously’ (line 40) to describe 
the ‘fearful events’ (line 39)? 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[2] 
 

 
 
Why do you think the author uses ‘your’ in line 73? 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[1] 
 

 
 
What does the author intend you to understand about the quiet fears of everyday 
life by the three dots (…) in line 79? 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[1] 
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Explain how the material in lines 84-88 show humanity’s ‘capacity to be resilient’ 
(line 90). 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[2] 
 

 

10 Using material from Paragraphs 4-6, summarise what the author has to say about 
how fear has been used, and its effects on society. 
 
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words 
which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible. 
 
When there is fear, we ………………………………….………………….………………….. 

 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………….…………………………….………………………..……[8] 
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11 In this article, Seah Shi-ren makes a number of observations about how fear is 
used and its effects on our lives. How applicable do you find his observations to 
yourself and your own society? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
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………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….………[10] 
 

 

 

 

 

 


