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1. The author says this because there is little we can reference from the past and we do not have a solid 

notion of our identities, resulting in our modern society being challenging and complex for us. to 

navigate. 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 

2. The author is suggesting that we rely on our material possessions to form our identities, which is 

superficial. 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 
 
 

3. The contrast is that while some people attempt earnestly to become what others desire them to be, 

on the other hand, there are those who are lucky enough to discover their true identity based on their 

own search. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 

4.   The author means that the affirmation we desire is not substantial and is frequently based on trivial 

accomplishments. 
  

*Useful points to take note of: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.   The author’s intention is to emphasize the natural longing that all of us to stand out amongst others.  

His justification is that we only have a single lifetime and hence it is our entitlement to treasure this 

distinctive characteristic. 
 

 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6.   The writer means that if he had been given a fake recognition award in his school, he would have 

accepted it and fitted in with the highly artificial society we live in today. The examples in paragraph 5 

support his view by providing a list of pretentious ways and products we use to define ourselves. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 
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7.    The writer means that discovering our own identities is our real calling in life. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

8.   The author writes that we obsessively depend on external factors to determine our value and sense of 

self, implying that the search for our identity should be introspective instead. 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

9.  The author’s concern is that our desire to be a significant person in the eyes of society is so strong that 

we have lost sight of nurturing the truly important aspects of our identity. 
 
 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

10.  The author intends for us to understand that there is an inexhaustible number of other aspects of the 

author’s personal life that could have been added, thus implying that our identities are multifaceted.  
 

 

*Useful points to take note of: 

 

 

11. Summary Question (ANSWERS) 
 

 

# Points from the Passage Paraphrased Points 

1 we do not actually access and use all available 
memories  (l.9-10)  

we do not fully / totally / completely utilize / tap 
into every memory 
 

2 when creating personal narratives to define 
who we are (l.10) 

when generating / inventing / constructing our 
own story to represent ourselves 
 

3 we unconsciously tend to pick and choose what 
to remember (l.11-12) 
OR 
we might only remember the bits… (l.18) 

without realising / without being aware / 
unknowingly, we usually select what to recall / 
recollect 
 
 

4 Concepts that are rather vivid and rich in detail 
(l.12)  

Ideas that are graphic / clear / impactful and with 
 ample / abundant / full of specifics / elaboration 
 

5 … and emotion (l.12) and feelings / sentiment  
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6 are more likely to be marked as memories 
(l.13) 

have a higher probability / likelihood to be 
labelled / distinguished as memories 
 

7 These then undergo a plausibility test to tell 
whether the events fit within our general 
personal history (l.1314) 

These are then checked / examined / assessed 
for feasibility / undergo a reality check to see if 
the events / incidents are aligned with / concur 
with our personal story 
  

8 What is selected as a personal memory also 
needs to fit the current idea that we have of 
ourselves (l.17) 
OR  
more reflective of the characteristics we 
associate with ourselves (l.18-19) 
 

must also match / be compatible with our 
present reality / perception of ourselves / how 
we see ourselves  
OR 
that shows the qualities / attributes we identify / 
connect / align with ourselves 
 

9 [After a very distressing experience… If you 
were asked to describe yourself… as a kind 
person…. in which you acted aggressively? 
(l.19-24)] 

[Transform EG]: Identity is fluid / constantly 
shifting / ever-changing / Experiences that we 
undergo can result in a shift in identity / personal 
narrative 
 

10 Our memories can be highly inaccurate (l.26) 
OR  
we often either forget details (l.27) 

Our memories can be imprecise / wrong / 
incorrect / flawed / distorted 
OR 
we frequently are unable to recall specific / 
particular features / parts 
 

11 or outright false (l.27) 
OR  
or make up memories of events that never 
happened (l.27) 
 

or completely / wholly untrue / fake  
OR   
invent memories / incidents that never occurred 
 

12 Remembering…is a highly reconstructive 
process that depends on several things       
(l.29-30) 
 

Recalling / Recapping is very much a process of 
rebuilding / fitting the pieces that is based on 
/relies on a few factors:  
 

13 our knowledge of a topic or event (l.30) grasp of / what we understand / are aware about 
an issue / incident 
 

14  the image we have of ourselves (l.30) the impression / perception / view / what we 
think of ourselves 
 

15 our physiological (needs) (l.31) our physical / biological state of being 
 

16 and emotional needs (l.31) feelings / desires  
 

17 and even the aspirations that we have (l.31) and even our hopes /dreams / goals  
 

18 all the information received...needs to make 
sense to us (l.34) 

The information /experiences / need to be 
intelligible / congruent / coherent / logical 
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19 Otherwise, the memory is either discarded 
(l.35) 

Otherwise /or else, they are either rejected / cast 
away / gotten rid of 
 

20 or it undergoes changes (l.35) or altered/edited/transformed 
 

21 with information added or deleted with extra details included or omitted 
 

 

 

Sample Summary Answer 
 

One problem which convenience brings is [its complicated links with other values we cherish]1. [While 

we regard convenience as something that frees us, it can be troubling]2 because [it risks eliminating the 

obstacles that are essential for giving purpose to living]3. [In allowing convenience to control us, we 

relinquish our autonomy]6. Yet, [by making work efficient]7 and [getting rid of monotonous labour]8, 

[convenience results in opportunities for relaxation]9. Additionally, [people can dedicate themselves to 

pursuing their interests]10 and [acquire knowledge which was previously exclusive to the elite]11. 

Nonetheless, [convenience can be a menace to identity]12 as it [makes people compliant]14, [preventing 

them from articulating their individual thoughts]15. Finally, [instead of being at peace with the 

environment,]17 [convenience leads to people focussing on battling annoyances in nature]18.    

                                  (120 words) 

 

*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for  

in-depth explanations of the answers and useful answering 

techniques, including the Application Question (AQ)! 
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