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Analysis of Answers for GP Paper 2 Exercise
(‘Liveable Cities’)
1.

The writer does this to address the reader directly, reinforcing the notion that what happens to cities
will have an impact on our own lives as well.
*Useful points to take note of:

2.

The writer puts the word “liveable” in inverted commas to illustrate the irony that while cities are
supposed to be viable habitats for humans, they have become increasingly difficult for people to live
in due to the many problems that plague cities.
*Useful points to take note of:

3.

Cities have traditionally responded to this by increasing the accessibility of land for the construction of
offices, shops, homes and transport infrastructure. The problem associated with this is that there is a
reduced focus on the needs of people.
*Useful points to take note of:

4. Just as designated spaces have to be created for smokers to smoke to prevent non-smokers from being
exposed to second-hand smoke, similarly, land needs to be set aside for the construction of car park
spaces. Thus, the writer is implying that private cars are a societal nuisance on par with smoking in
public.
*Useful points to take note of:

5. Many cities were committed to cars because they offered a pleasant and enjoyable commute, protected
one from danger, and were an affordable and simple transportation option for people.
*Useful points to take note of:

6. (See Summary Exercise later)

7. The word ‘naturally’ suggests that it is to be expected that to build liveable cities, we should begin by
looking at people’s current situations and their aspirations for the future because historically, people
and their needs have always inherently been at the core of cities.
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*Useful points to take note of:

8. The author supports his assertion through the example of Montreal which shows that engaged citizens
are more aware of future plans for the city’s development; are able to contribute more ideas which
have a direct benefit to their lives; and are able to fulfil their need to have their views sought and to
participate in the decision-making process.
*Useful points to take note of:

9. The author places brackets in order to provide additional information regarding the author’s own
opinion on the role of citizen engagement, where he believes that citizens will play a more significant
role in remaking cities in the future than people would expect.
*Useful points to take note of:

10. The phrase “even as” suggests that at the very same time that the future will be more crowded,
complex and demanding, it would also become more ingenious, reactive and adapt well in the face of
adversity, thus providing hope for the future.
*Useful points to take note of:

11. These places are important because they allow individuals who do not know each other to interact,
resulting in fresh projects being birthed and a shared understanding being established.
*Useful points to take note of:

6. Summary Question (ANSWERS)
#
1

Points from the Passage
it is a city’s layout that can make the biggest
difference to the effort to create a more
sustainable urban environment

Paraphrased Points
A city’s arrangement / plan / structure has the
most significant / consequential / important /
critical impact on attempts to build liveable
cities

2

The layout is the city’s structure of
organisation and growth

Urban design determines the city’s
configuration / composition / framework /
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system and development / progress /
advancement
3

A healthy city is an integrated structure of life, A well-planned design provides a consolidated /
unified / coherent framework / web of a
work and movement
person’s daily activities

4

It requires planning that respects the land and preserves / cherishes / values the natural world
/ natural surroundings / natural habitats
the area’s ecosystem…

5

The shorter the commute between home and
our place of employment, the more time and
energy we save

When people live near their workplace, it
reduces travel time and conserves resources

6

On the other hand, fragmenting cities into
areas with specialised functions such as
suburbs, central business districts and
downtown areas condemns these spaces and
their infrastructure to be idle during long
periods of the day or night

(Flipped) Unifying / Combining / Merging
different aspects / areas / uses within cities
allows spaces to be utilised / maximised fully all
times of the day

7

A more compact city that supports a diversity A more densely-packed / compressed city that
of activities leaves more land for conservation, promotes a variety of uses allows for better
utilisation of land
and a mixture of other uses

8

Cities have long been seen as “melting pots”
that absorb new dwellers

Cities have historically been places where
different people live together / where
immigrants / foreigners are assimilated

9

The world is facing problems of identity posed
by increasing sociodiversity and the need for
coexistence is more crucial now than ever
before

But now, cities face the issue of losing their
distinctiveness / uniqueness because of growing
heterogeneity and thus, the need to ensure that
different groups of people live peacefully
together / harmoniously is even more critical /
important currently / today.

10

To deal with issues of increasing sociodiversity,
a sense of shared identity has to be fostered

Cities need to cultivate / build / imbue a
collective sense of who people are

11

The feeling of recognition and of belonging to
a specific place will improve the quality of life

When people are acknowledged / accepted /
welcomed / embraced in the community, their
lives are enhanced / richer

12

A city must provide reference points to which
people can relate and connect — rivers, parks,
public buildings

Cities need to give people places they can
identify / connect / resonate with / feel affinity
for
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13

Such spaces tell stories and protect memories,
much like a diary or a family portrait

These places chart / document the life history of
a person and provide fond recollections from
the past

14

At the same time that a city’s identity is
preserved, sociodiversity must be fostered

While the uniqueness of cities should be
retained, they should also promote
inclusiveness / appreciate differences between
peoples

15

A city cannot condone ghettos, be they
intended solely for the rich or the poor, or for
people from specific ethnic backgrounds or
certain age groups.

A city should not tolerate the segregation /
separation of different groups to different parts
of the city

16

Safety and security are a function of the
respect and civility that derive from
integration and coexistence

There is a need to give due regard to the
feelings of others and safeguard their rights to
ensure their well-being and freedom from
danger

Sample Summary Answer
Liveable cities should consider issues of urban design because [a city’s arrangement has the most
significant impact on attempts to make cities liveable]1. [A well-planned design provides a consolidated
framework of a person’s daily activities]3 while [preserving natural environments]4. When [people live near
their workplaces, it reduces travel time and conserve resources] 4. Moreover, [merging]6 and [densely
packing different aspects of cities]7 allow [maximisation of spaces all day]6. Today, [cities face the issue of
losing their distinctiveness because of growing heterogeneity]9, hence [cities need to cultivate a collective
sense of who people are]10 because [when people are welcomed, their lives are enhanced]11. Finally, [cities
need to give people places they can resonate with]12 as [these places chart the life history of a person and
provide fond recollections from the past]14.

(120 words)

*Do join our GP tuition lessons at www.irwins-study.com for
in-depth explanations of the answers and useful answering
techniques, including the Application Question (AQ)!
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